Successful treatment of a paraneoplastic pemphigus in a teenager using plasmapheresis, corticosteroids and tumour resection.
Paraneoplastic pemphigus (PNP) is a severe autoimmune blistering disease. Bronchiolitis obliterans (BO) is a common complication of PNP, is the major cause of death. PNP is rarely seen before the age of 18 years, and the prognosis is poor because of BO. We report a 16-year-old girl with the typical findings of PNP associated with Castleman's tumour. She was treated with tumour resection in combination with plasmapheresis and corticosteroids. Fifteen months after the operation, the patient had recovered without the development of BO.